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MARCH 2011 / ESO 3 - ESO 4

Crime

A. You are going to read a text about crime writers. Complete the table with 

vocabulary related to crime. Use a dictionary if necessary. 

B. Complete the sentences using a word from exercise A.

1. The police caught the __________ as he was leaving the house with a 

    TV, a computer and other goods.

2. Lots of people remember what they were doing when they heard about    

    the __________ of  Kennedy.

3. It’s an excellent __________. It looks exactly like an authentic Picasso!

4. The __________ said he’d show everybody the photos unless she paid him £500.

5. Jack the Ripper was a notorious __________ who killed women in London.

6. The terrorists planned to ___________ the president’s daughter and 

    ask for a million dollars ransom.

VOCABULARY

verb

steal

(2)

(4)

murder

(8)

(10)

assassinate

(14)

noun

theft

(3)

burglary

(6)

blackmail

(11)

(12)

kidnapping

person

(1)

robber

(5)

(7)

(9)

forger

(13)

(15)
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READING

C. Scandinavian crime writers are more popular than ever. Read about a few 

    of the most popular ones.

 

 Question: How many female writers are mentioned?

(A) Stieg Larsson

He spent the best part of 25 years editing a small magazine before delivering to a 

publisher the finished manuscripts of three books – The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo, 

The Girl Who Played With Fire and The Girl Who Kicked the Hornets’ Nest. Larsson died 

of a heart attack in 2004 just before the first book was published in Sweden.

(B) Henning Mankell

After making his name, but little money, as a writer of serious plays and novels, Mankell 

hit the big-time in the 90s with his series featuring Kurt Wallander, the alcoholic, 

divorced, lonely, angry detective. The books also reflect Mankell’s left-of-centre politics 

with cutting dissections of Swedish society and have picked up numerous awards 

around the world.

(C) Karin Fossum

Started out as a poet – her first collection, published when she was just 20, won a 

major prize in Norway - but has since been dubbed the “Norwegian Queen of Crime” 

for her Inspector Sejer series that has been translated into more than 15 languages. 

Her most recent UK book is Black Seconds about a missing child.

(D) Sjöwall and Wahlöö

The husband and wife team of Maj Sjöwall and Per Wahlöö can legitimately claim to be 

the grandparents of Scandinavian crime fiction with their series of 10 novels published 

between 1965 and 1975, featuring Martin Beck as a Stockholm detective. Beck was 

the archetypal loner and the books established the principle of turning a critical eye on 

contemporary society. 

Source: The Guardian Friday 23rd January 2009.

*OUP is not responsible for the content of external websites.
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D. Read the texts again and answer the following questions:

Which crime writer(s) …

1. has written a book about a child?

2. is no longer living.

3. writes books set in Sweden?

4. wrote a trilogy?

5. use their books as a way of criticizing their countries?

6. have won literary prizes?

GRAMMAR

FIRST AND SECOND CONDITIONAL

E. Match these sentence halves to make conditional sentences.

1. If they catch the burglar ...

2. If they caught the burglar ...

3. What will you wear ...

4. What would you do ...

5. Will you buy some bread ...

6. Would you report a crime ...

7. He would be happier ...

8. You won’t catch the bus ...

 

a) ... if it rains?

b) ... if you saw one?

c) ... he’ll go to prison.

d) ... if you don’t hurry.

e) ... if you were attacked in the street.

f) ... if you go to the shop?

g) ... we wouldn’t be worried.

h) ... if he had a better job. 
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F. Choose the correct alternative in each pair.

1. If I have / had a million euros, I would buy / had bought a house in 

    Jamaica.

2. If the murderer finds / found her, he kills / will kill her.

3. If there are / were more policemen on the street, there was / would be 

    less street crime.

4. What would /will we do if someone steals / would steal the car?

5. What would / will she do if you weren’t / wouldn’t be here to help her 

    every day?

6. If the police had / would have a witness, they would / will arrest the 

    suspect.

G. Put the verbs in brackets in the correct form.

1. If she doesn’t take an umbrella, she _____________ (get) wet!

2. Someone ___________ (steal) your wallet if you leave it on the table!

3. If my dad were an astronaut, I __________ (ask) him to take me to the 

    International Space Station.

4. What would you do if you ____________ (find) a wallet full of money?

5. Life __________ (be) very different for me if I was a bank robber.

6. If I were a crime writer I ________ (write) a story about a computer crime.

7. What will he do if he __________ (lose) his suitcase?

8. If I __________ (have) a bike, I’d ride it to school every day.

 



Oxford University Press España                       www.oupe.es                                                     Photocopiable   4

 

1

MARCH 2011 / ESO 3 - ESO 4

Oxford University Press España                       www.oupe.es                                                     Photocopiable   5

WRITING

H. Write a story beginning with these words: 

It was with the greatest care that he got rid of the body...

Organise your text. Make notes:

1. When? 

    What time/day/time of year … did the murder take place?

2. Where? 

    Where did the murder take place?

3. Who? 

    Who was the murderer/victim?

4. How? 

    What was the murder weapon/modus operandi?

5. Why? 

    Why did the murder take place?

Linking words and expressions

First, ...

After that, ...

Then ...

Meanwhile ...

Eventually ...

In the end ...
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SPEAKING

I. Talk about these crimes with a partner. Order the crimes from the most 

    serious to the least serious.

burglary

tax evasion

shoplifting

kidnapping

consumption of illegal drugs

mugging

bank robbery

smoking in public places

drug dealing

downloading music illegally

terrorism

J. Speak with a partner about each of the crimes again. Decide on a suitable 

    punishment for each crime.
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LISTENING

K. Listen to this extract from a short crime story about identical twins and, 

using a dictionary, find definitions for the words in the box.

“Two peas in a pod” by Chris Rose 

*Source: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/stories/two-peas-pod

Identical twin –

Naughty – 

To get into trouble – 

To fail an exam – 

To pass an exam – 

To expel – 

To plead with – 

To drop charges – 

To play truant –

To call the register –

Birthmark –

L. Listen again and decide whether these statements are true or false.

1. People knew which sister was which.

2. Evie always claimed to be Edie.  

3. The speaker was expelled from school for stealing.

4. The speaker decided not to mention the birthmark.

5. The speaker wanted her sister to get into trouble.

*OUP is not responsible for the content of external websites.
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ANSWER KEY

VOCABULARY

A

1. thief

2. rob

3. robbery

4. burgle

5. burglar

6. murder

7. murderer

8. blackmail

9. blackmailer

10. forge

11. forgery

12. assassination

13. assassin

14. kidnap

15. kidnapper

B

1. burglar

2. assassination

3. forgery

4. blackmailer

5. murderer

6. kidnap

READING

C

Two
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D

1. Fossum (C)

2. Larsson (A)

3. Larsson (A), Mankell (B) Sjöwall & Wahlöö (D)

4. Larsson (A)

5. Mankell (B) Sjöwall & Wahlöö (D)

6. Mankell (B), Fossum (C)

GRAMMAR

E

1.c, 2.g, 3.a, 4.e, 5.f, 6.b, 7.h, 8.d

F

1. had, would buy

2. finds, will kill

3. were, would be

4. will, steals

5. would she do, weren’t

6. had, would arrest

G

 

1. ’ll / will get

2. will steal

3. ’d / would ask

4. found

5. would be

6. ‘d / would write
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WRITING

H

Students’ own answers. 

SPEAKING

I

Students’ own answers

J

Students’ own answers

LISTENING

K

Students’ definitions from the dictionary.

L

1. false

2. true

3. false

4. true

5. false
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        Tapescript:

Two peas in a pod

by Chris Rose

They called us Edie and Evie! Even our names were almost identical.

Two peas in a pod, they called us. Two drops of water.

Sometimes we couldn’t hardly tell ourselves from each other. At least when we were 

small. But as we grew up things began to change.

Everybody thinks identical twins are, well, identical. But if you’re a twin you’ll know 

that it’s not true. 

Twins, even identical ones, are different inside. I think we started to change when we 

started school. I was always very good. I never got into trouble, I always did all of my 

homework and did very well in all the tests and exams. Evie wasn’t like that. Evie was 

always getting into trouble. Evie never did her homework

Evie, of course, started by copying my homework. Then she got worse. When there 

was a class test she would write my name on her paper. When she got into trouble, 

she smiled beautifully at the teacher and said “No, I’m Edie, I’m the good one, it was 

my twin sister Evie who was naughty!”

They never took us seriously, we were only small children after all, there was no harm 

in being a bit naughty. Everyone used to laugh. And because they never really knew 

who was who, neither of us was ever punished for being naughty, and they never 

failed either of us in our exams, because they couldn’t be sure which one to fail and 

which one to pass.

But as we got older, it got worse. Evie started to steal things. At first it was only 

things from other children, sweets or pens or pencils or rubbers, the kind of things 

that sometimes happen in school. But when we were 15, some money was taken from 

a teacher’s bag. It was quite a lot of money, and the situation was serious. Then they 

found the money in Evie’s pocket. And what did Evie do? Well, of course, she did the 

same thing she always did. “No, it wasn’t me. It was my twin sister.” And I got into 

trouble, serious trouble this time. They called the police. They tried to expel me from 

school. It was only when our parents came in and pleaded with the headteacher that 

they agreed to drop the charges and say nothing about it. We were lucky that time.

But the trouble didn’t stop there. Evie was always playing truant, not going to school. 

Then when she came in again, she accused me of lying. She said that she was Edie, 

LISTENING
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and that I had given the teachers the wrong name when they called the register. I 

thought about telling everyone about the birthmark on her shoulder, that they should 

check the birthmark to make sure who was who. That would solve the problem. I don’t 

know why I didn’t. Identical twins are always very close, and even though I knew she 

was bad, I didn’t want to get her into trouble. Perhaps also because I knew that trouble 

for her also meant trouble for me.


