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STAGE

1
The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer
Mark Twain

Introduction

– the boys cannot find out where they are going to 

hide the money.

On Becky Thatcher’s birthday a lot of the children 

go on an excursion to some caves. Tom and Becky 

go too far into the caves and get lost. For a time they 

think they will die in the caves, but by chance they 

discover both a way out of the caves – and the place 

where Injun Joe has hidden the money. Later, Tom 

and Huck go back to the caves and return with twelve 

thousand dollars.

Background to the story
The evocation of childhood in The Adventures of Tom 

Sawyer has delighted readers both young and old ever 

since it was published at the end of the nineteenth 

century. Much of what Tom does in the story is based 

on ideas from other children’s books about pirates, 

Robin Hood, robbers, etc. and this gives the novel a 

very rich flavour.

Before Reading
Here are some ways to help your students approach 

the story:

1 Give students the title of the book and show them 

the picture on the cover. Ask them to try and guess 

what kind of the story it is.

2 Give students a copy of the text on the back 

cover of the book, and of the story introduction 

on the first page. When they have read the texts, 

ask them a few questions about the story, or use 

the Before Reading Activities in the back of each 

Bookworm.

3 Use the pre-reading activity in this worksheet.

4 If there is a recording of this title, play the first few 

pages and stop at an interesting point.

The story
Tom Sawyer lives in a small town on the Mississippi 

River in the first half of the nineteenth century, with 

his Aunt Polly and his brother Sid. Tom and Sid are 

orphans.

In the first chapter, Aunt Polly makes Tom spend 

his Saturday painting the fence outside their house. 

Tom’s friends come past and laugh when they see him 

at work. But Tom persuades them that it is great treat 

to paint a fence and in the end the boys ‘pay’ him to 

be allowed to help. Tom ends up with a painted fence 

and also an apple, three balls and a number of other 

presents from his friends.

The following Monday morning Tom is late for school 

again because he’s been talking with Huckleberry 

Finn, the son of the town drunkard. When Tom arrives 

at school he is beaten, and then sent to sit with the

girls as a further punishment. He sits next to a 

beautiful new girl, Becky Thatcher, and makes friends 

with her. 

That night, Tom and Huck go to the graveyard with 

a dead cat – they believe that at midnight a dead cat 

can call ghosts out of their graves. In the graveyard 

they become the witnesses of a murder. They see 

Injun Joe killing Doctor Robinson. Then they see 

him persuade a third man, Muff Potter, that he is the 

murderer. Muff Potter is so drunk that he believes that 

he has killed the doctor in a drunken rage. Muff Potter 

is arrested the next day. Tom and Huck know that the 

real killer is Injun Joe, but they are too frightened of 

him to tell anyone.

Later in the summer, Tom, Huck, and a third friend, 

Joe, decide to run away from home, and go to live on 

Jackson’s Island in the middle of the Mississippi. After 

a few days, their families think they must be dead, 

perhaps drowned in the river. The three boys return to 

the village just in time to interrupt their own funerals.

Muff Potter comes to trial for the murder, and Tom 

decides he has to tell the truth – that Injun Joe is the 

killer – to the court. Muff Potter goes free, but Injun 

Joe escapes and Tom now has a dangerous enemy.

One evening, Tom and Huck see Injun Joe again. 

He and an accomplice have got thousands of dollars 

This ungraded summary is for the teacher’s use only 
and should not be given to students.
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1
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
Pre-reading activity

Match the words with the pictures

 To the teacher

Aim: To familiarize students with the story and its 

setting

Time: 10–15 minutes

Organization: Give one copy of the worksheet to 

each student or each group of students. Ask the 

students to match the words with the appropriate 

picture. When the students have completed this 

task, check the answers with them. Then ask them 

for ideas about the content of the story. Do not 

concentrate on getting the correct answers: the 

important thing here is for students to develop ideas 

which they can check when they read.

Key: 1d, 2b, 3e, 4a, 5g, 6h, 7f, 8i, 9c.

a ‘They’re not ghosts.’
b ‘A dead cat can call ghosts out of their

graves.’
c They ran into the nearest tunnel, with the

bats behind them.
d Tom was the unhappiest boy in the village.
e ‘You draw beautifully,’ said the girl.

f The boys watched through the holes in the
floor.

g Injun Joe moved behind the doctor.
h They watched the boats, and fished and

talked.
i Sometimes Tom put a mark on the tunnel

wall.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

OBW1 Activity Book_pp1-32_3P.ind8   8 9/13/07   9:09:37 AM



#709020 (OUP) OBL1: Activity Worksheets  p.9

9 © OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS PHOTOCOPIABLE

STAGE

1
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
While reading activity

What happens next?

 To the teacher

Where: At the end of Chapter 2

Aim: To encourage students to predict the 

development of the story

Time: 10–15 minutes

Organization: Give one copy of the worksheet to 

each student or group of students. Ask them to 

decide, without looking beyond the end of Chapter 

2, what happens to these four characters. Correct 

predictions are not important, although it may be 

interesting for students to keep their worksheets and 

see whether or not they guessed right.

TOM SAWYER YES nO

does not tell anyone about
the killing.

tells Aunt Polly about the
killing.

tells Becky Thatcher about
the killing.

tells everyone in the village
about the killing.

MUFF POTTER YES nO

dies for the killing he did
not do.

remembers that Injun Joe is
the killer.

gets out of the jail and
leaves St Petersburg.

stays in jail for the rest of
his life.

HUcK Finn YES nO

does not tell anyone about
the killing.

tells his father about the
killing.

runs away from the village
because he is afraid of Injun Joe.

helps Muff potter to get out
of the jail and to run away
from St Petersburg.

 injUn jOE YES nO

kills Tom Sawyer.

kills Huck Finn.

is sorry for Muff Potter and
tells the truth about the killing.

runs awway from
 St Petersburg.
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1
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
After reading activity

Who said what, to whom, where, and about what?

 To the teacher

Aim: To focus students’ attention back on the 

characters

Time: 15–20 minutes

Organization: Give each student or group of students 

a copy of the worksheet. Ask them to identify who 

said these words, who to, where, and what about.

Key: If necessary refer students back to the page 

number on which the quotations occur: 1: page 1, 2: 

page 4, 3: page 6, 4: page 9, 5: page 11, 6: page 14, 

7: page 15, 8: page 20, 9: page 24, 10: page 28, 11: 

page 34, 12: page 37, 13: page 39.

1 ‘‘What’s that in your
pocket?’

2 ‘OK, you can have all my
apple.’

3 ‘I’m going to take it to the
graveyard tonight.’

4 ‘I can teach you. After
school.’

5 ‘They’re grave robbers.
My father told me about
it.’

6 ‘Why did I drink all that
whiskey tonight?’

7 ‘Do you want a knife in
your back?’

8 ‘I’m going for a little walk
now.’

9 ‘. . . and then Muff Potter
fell, and Injun Joe jumped
with the knife and – ’

10 ‘Let’s put it under the
cross.’

11 ‘We must stay here. Near
this river.’

12 ‘I’m not afraid of that
cave.’

13 ‘We can get to it easily.
Let’s go there now!’

WHO? WHO TO? WHERE? WHAT ABOUT?
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